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Season’s Greetings from the Commandant
Fred J Lee

At this time of year it is my pleasure to wish each of you and your families Compliments of
the Season and a Merry Christmas and Happy and prosperous New Y ear.

Although we are at the three quarter mark of our current year we have, so far,
experienced a good year at al our contract sites. There is no doubt that this success is due to
the service and diligence provided by each of you. It isvery gratifying to me to be part of all
your experiences.

| am very conscious of the fact that athough | normally try to say something in my
portion of the newsletter, thistime | will refrain to some extent. Thisis atime of year when
we all want to be able to spend as much time as possible with our families and friends. Often
our job requirements conflict with these wishes for a number of us. Our clients have
expressed their gratitude for the kinds of service we provide at this time as we continue our
duties through long hours on a daily basis regardless of the holiday season. The gratitude to
which | referred earlier is extended to you for al that you do.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

REMEMBRANCE SERVICES
2006 ~ Editor

It is a matter of some priority with this
editor that we report annually on the many
activities of Commissionaires in the wide
variety of Remembrance Week events that
take place throughout Hamilton Division.
In 2005 we were fortunate to have a
splendid collection of photographs of
members on parade, laying wreaths etc.
Unfortunately this year no photos were
submitted for inclusion in this edition.

We are aware that lack of photos
does not equate to lack of participation in
events. Hopefully next year we will
arrange to obtain pictures so that a suitable
review of Remembrance Week activities
can be written about in this newsletter.

In the meanwhile we hope you
enjoy the submission by Comm. Alan
Freckleton outlining his visit in 2006 to
Vimy Ridge.

HEALTH and SAFETY ~
MWO Jim Farrauto cp

This is a reminder to al our
Commissionaires to be extra careful
during the winter  months.
Approximately 90% of our reported
accidents are‘dlip-and fall’ incidents
and we do not need you to be one of
those statistics. It's the ice you don't
see that gets you. Happily we have
had very few accidents or incidents
so far this year. Keep up the good
work

Stay alert, be careful and have
a safe and happy holiday season.

~Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year ~




Commodore Ross T. Bennett,
CMM, CD, BA, LLB, RCNR (Ret’'d)
1928 - 2006

The Board of Governors regrets to report the passing of our immediate past-chairman,
Commodore Ross T. “Buck” Bennett CMM, CD. on 28 November 2006 following a
protracted ilIness.

Born, raised and educated in Hamilton Cmdre. Bennett received a Bachelor Degree
in Political Economy from McMaster University in 1951. In 1955 he graduated from
Osgoode Hall Law School in Toronto and was called to the bar of the Supreme Court of
Ontario as a Barrister and Solicitor. For the next twelve years he practiced law in Hamilton
seven of which were served as an Assistant Crown Attorney in the Hamilton Courts. In
1966 Ross T. Bennett was appointed to the bench as a Magistrate. Thirty years later he
retired as a Justice of the Ontario Court of Justice. In 1991 Judge Bennett was awarded a
Bachelor of Laws Degree by York University.

Cmdre. Bennett’'s naval service began in 1947 when he enrolled as an ordinary
Seaman in the RCNR. Over the years he advanced in skill and in rank being commissioned
as a Sub-Lieutenant in 1951. He served at sea in the Atlantic and Pacific oceans as well as
in Europe and the United Kingdom. By the time he retired from the CAF(R) in 1971
Cmdre. Bennett was qualified not only as a sea-going officer but also as a legal officer in
the Judge Advocate General Branch. He served in shore appointments in Halifax, Ottawa
and Victoria. In Hamilton he commanded the University Naval Training Division at
McMaster University, was Commanding Officer of HMCS Star and Barracks Commander
of Canadian Forces Reserve Barracks Hamilton. His fina Naval appointment was in the
rank of Commodore as the Senior Naval Reserve Advisor to the Chief of the Defence Staff.

Cmdre. Bennett was also, at various times, active in the Boy Scout movement at the
senior level, and the Royal Canadian Sea Cadets. He served on the Board of Governors of
Commissionaires (Hamilton) from 1993 until his passing.

Cmdre. Bennett was particularly proud of his family, He had been married for over
50 years to his wife Lois and is survived by her and three children and seven grand-
children. His two daughters and son followed his naval example attaining the respective
ranks of Captain (N), Commander and Petty Officer 1st Class.

He will be missed.

LAST POST
Sgt. LesWhite ~ 1931 - 2006

Sadly, we must report the passing of Sgt. Les White, Niagara Falls By-law, on 13 November
2006. Les joined the Canadian Army in 1951. Over the fifteen years that followed he earned a
number of UN medals for service in such far flung places as Korea, Egypt and Cyprus. In 1966
Les left the Army and for the next severa years worked in computer and data processing
related fields. Upon his retirement Les joined the Corps of Commissionaires serving in Niagara
Falls By-law. Les White was admired for, among other things, his good humour and pleasant
way. He will be missed by all who knew him.




